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Dear students, 
 
We are pleased that you have chosen a Catholic education for your high school learning journey. I have no doubt that 
your academic success, combined with a focus on faith, Catholic social justice initiatives and religious education, will 
position you for a bright future. 
 
As a former high school teacher and principal, I know how much thought and planning goes into choosing the right 
courses. I encourage you to work closely with your guidance department and parents or guardians to make decisions 
now that will help prepare you for your post-secondary future. I know that this task isn’t always easy, but you aren’t 
alone - we are here to provide you with the support that you need to find success. 
 
Whether you are on a path toward an apprenticeship, college, university or the workplace, the courses offered by your 
high school will guide you in the right direction. In addition to the useful information in this document, every high school 
student in our board has been provided with a Career Cruising account at careercruising.com. You will be able to 
register for courses on-line. 
 
I wish you all of the best this school year and hope that you treasure the gift of Catholic education in your personal 
learning journey. 
 
God bless, 
 
Brian Beal 
Director of Education 

To new families and students, thank you for your interest in pursuing your education at St. Joan of Arc Catholic High 
School. St. Joan of Arc Catholic High School is an open-access Catholic secondary school. 
 
Given today's educational climate, it is vital that families become involved in the high school experience for their 
children. The decisions made during these years will affect the future choices and options of your children, and 
ultimately the careers they will pursue. As a visible symbol of our connection to each other, shared vision of the Ontario 
Catholic Graduate and our mission in Christ our students at St Joan of Arc wear our school uniform. 
 
St. Joan of Arc offers cutting-edge educational programs, giving students access to the most current technology and 
resources found in Barrie. Students have access to state-of-the-art computer, audio and video production studios. 
Students interested in broad based technologies can study cosmetology, hospitality and tourism, transportation 
technology, wood working, and manufacturing. Our fine arts programming includes art, music, dance, drama, theater, 
and digital photography.  St Joan of Arc also offers Specialist High Skills Major programs in Communications 
Technology & IT, Arts & Culture and Social Justice Pathways. A triple gym, (Barrie’s largest gymnasium space), fitness 
facility, football, rugby and soccer fields and a track offer a wide range of co-curricular opportunities for those young 
adults interested in further developing their athletic prowess. Our students' education at St Joan of Arc is further 
complimented and enhanced by our religion and retreat programs. These expanded curriculum opportunities 
compliment the traditional school programming at St Joan of Arc to offer your children a full spectrum of opportunities 
to engage their interest and help them plan for their future.  
 
At St Joan of Arc High School student success is our ultimate goal. To this end our school community utilizes student 
success resources, student services, customized education pathways, cooperative education, special education 
resources and community support agencies in conjunction with our mainstream programs. Making all this happen on a 
daily basis is a hard working, dedicated, and caring professional school staff. 
 
St. Joan of Arc Catholic High School holds sacred your trust and the privilege of providing a secondary education to your 
children. At St. Joan of Arc Catholic High School we are committed to delivering a curriculum that is challenging, 
relevant, rewarding and enriched with the deep faith convictions that make up our Catholic faith experience.                      
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joe Timmins, Principal 
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High school is an important and exciting time in your life. It is a time to grow and 
learn both spiritually and academically, it is a time to meet new friends, 
participate in fun activities and choose a path for your future. Some of the 
choices you make right now will affect your future and that is why we have 
prepared this course calendar to help you make wise and informed choices in 
planning for life after high school.  
 
For more information, we encourage you to visit the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic 
District School Board website at www.smcdsb.on.ca  
 

Our Vission 
 

Nurturing faith, illuminating minds, inspiring hearts, and empowering hands — we 
are working together to transform the world.  

 
Our Mission 

  
Our inclusive Catholic learning community is dedicated to excellence. We give 
witness to the teachings of Jesus Christ, as we journey in faith and learning, to 

develop the God-given abilities of each person.  
 
The Gospel calls our Catholic school system to service, preserving the richness of 
our heritage, while meeting the challenges of an ever-changing society by: 
 

 Fostering the development of self-motivated, unselfish, responsible  
students 

 Inviting staff, parents and clergy to active participation in our school 
community 

 Accepting the responsibility of participation 
 Living joyous faith-filled lives which call others to witness to the faith 
 Communicating openly 
 Respecting and enhancing individual rights and dignity 
 

Making choices for your future isn’t always easy. As a Catholic high school, we 
recognize that every student is created in the image of God with unique gifts, 
interests, goals and strengths. We appreciate your individuality as a student and 
want to make sure you are provided with every opportunity to succeed while you are 
here. 
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Pathways to Success – What’s Your Destination? 
 
There are so many options of things to do once you 
have completed high school – perhaps you want to 
enter the world of work, train for an apprenticeship or 
pursue post-secondary education at college or 
university. Whatever path you choose, it is important 
to start planning now so that you can be better 
prepared for the future. 
 
We want to provide you with a high school program 
that complements and prepares you for your future 
aspirations. Regardless of the destination, we are 
here to work with you to ensure you are prepared for 
success. 
 
Exploring Your Interests 
 
Your opportunities for success are endless. The 
labour market is facing an aging workforce, rapid 
technological changes, demands for new skills and a 
shortage of qualified employees. These are all good 
reasons to start thinking about your post-secondary 
future. 
 
With lots of available opportunities, you have the 
benefit of choosing a destination (workplace, 
apprenticeship, college or university) that best suits 
your interests and abilities.  
 
Choosing the Right Courses 
 
We are here to help you make wise and informed 
choices and encourage you to research and gather as 
much information as possible to help you plan for 
your post-secondary career. Throughout high school, 
you will be required to take both compulsory and 
elective courses. Choosing your courses is an 
exciting, but sometimes overwhelming experience. 
You want to choose courses that interest you and 
help you prepare for your life after high school. 
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What You Need to Graduate 
 
The Credit System 
 
All secondary school programs in the province of 
Ontario are based on a credit system. You must earn 
a total of 30 credits in order to graduate from high 
school. One credit is equal to a 110 hour course that 
you must successfully complete. 
 
In order to receive a high school diploma (also 
known as the Ontario Secondary School Diploma – 
OSSD) you must successfully earn the following 
combination of credits: 
 
Compulsory Credits 
 

 4 credits in English (1 credit per grade) 
 1 credit in French as a Second Language 
 3 credits in mathematics (at least 1 

credit in Grade 11 or 12) 
 2 credits in science 
 1 credit in Canadian history 
 1 credit in Canadian geography 
 1 credit in the arts 
 1 credit in health and physical education 

1⁄2 credit in civics and 1⁄2 credit in 
career studies 

Plus: 
 Group 1: 1 additional credit in English, or 

French as a second language or a Native 
language, or a classical or international 
language, or a social science and the 
humanities, or Canadian and world 
studies, or guidance and career 
education, or cooperative education 

 Group 2: 1 additional credit in health and 
physical education, or the arts, or 
business studies, or French as a second 
language, or cooperative education 

 Group 3: 1 additional credit in science, or 
technological education, or French as a 
second language, or computer studies, or 
cooperative education 

Plus: 
 

 4 credits in religion – as a member of a 
Catholic school community, you will be 
required to take four religion courses, 
one each year of high school. 

 

8 Optional Credits 
 
These optional or elective credits will allow you to 
build an educational program that suits your 
individual interests and meets university, college, 
apprenticeship or work requirements, as well as 
continue your growth in faith. 
 
40 Hours of Community Involvement Activities 
 
You must complete a minimum of 40 hours of 
unpaid community involvement activities at any time 
throughout your secondary program.  
 
This requirement is to be completed on your own 
time, outside of normal classroom hours. All 
students are required to maintain and provide a 
record of their community involvement activities 
using the school forms that are provided. Your 
principal will decide whether you have met the 
requirements for both the Ministry of Education and 
the Board for these activities. 
 
As part of the Catholic education system, we believe 
that completing 40 hours of community service is a 
wonderful way to demonstrate your commitment to 
growing in faith. Through community involvement 
activities, you will be able to live and reflect upon the 
morals and values of our Catholic teachings. 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test  
 
Students in Ontario are required by the provincial 
government to take the Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Test (OSSLT) in Grade 10 and must pass the 
test in order to receive their OSSD. Students who do 
not complete the test successfully will receive 
additional help to prepare them for re-testing in the 
following school year. Students who have been 
eligible to write the OSSLT at least twice, and have 
been unsuccessful at least once, may fulfill this 
requirement through the Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Course (OLC 4O). This course may also 
count as the Grade 12 English compulsory credit. 

You will be able to choose your 
own community involvement 
activities within the guidelines that 

are provided. Find details about community 
involvement activities from your guidance 
counsellor. 
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Certificate of Education/Certificate of Accomplishment 
 
If you do leave high school without achieving all of your necessary credits, we could 
grant you an Ontario Secondary School Certificate (often called a Certificate of 
Education). To receive a Certificate of Education, you will need 14 credits including: 
 

   7 compulsory credits 
   7 elective credits 

 
The 7 compulsory credits include: 
 

   2 credits in English 
   1 credit in Canadian geography or Canadian history 
   1 credit in mathematics 
   1 credit in science 
   1 credit in health and physical education 
   1 credit in the arts or technological education 

 
Students who leave school before fulfilling the requirements for the OSSD or the 
Certificate of Education may be granted a Certificate of Accomplishment.  
 
Both the Certificate of Education and the Certificate of Accomplishment recognize 
achievements and can be used for those students who plan to take certain 
vocational programs, other kinds of further training or who plan to find employment 
after leaving school. 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and 
Recognition 
 
If you have acquired knowledge and skills 
outside an Ontario classroom (both 
formally or informally), you will be able to 
have your skills and knowledge evaluated 
against the curriculum expectations in 
order to earn credits toward your OSSD. If 
you have knowledge or skills that you 
would like to be used to achieve credits, 
you will have to undergo a formal 
evaluation and accreditation called Prior 
Learning Assessment and Recognition 
(PLAR). For more information, speak to 
your guidance counsellor.  

 
Measuring Achievement 
 
Our faith values play an important role in measuring your achievement. Our 
assessment and evaluation practices recognize each student as an individual who, 
through God, possesses unique gifts and experiences.  
 
Teachers use a variety of techniques to measure your achievement including tests, 
assignments, demonstrations and projects. We base our measurement on 
curriculum learning expectations set out by the Ministry of Education. 
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There is a policy on assessment, evaluation and 
reporting. Its primary objective is improving the 
learning of all students. We use this policy to 
establish expectations for our teachers and 
principals and to help develop practices that will lead 
to improved learning for all of our high school 
students.  
 
For more information on Measuring Student 
Achievement, please visit our Board’s website at 
www.smcdsb.on.ca 
 
Report Cards 
 
The province of Ontario has developed a consistent 
report card format for all students. This report will 
help you understand your achievement of curriculum 
expectations and learning skills. The report card is 
intended to be a formal piece of communication 
between students, the school and parents. 
 
High school report cards are distributed two times 
per semester: 
 

 Late November and early February for 
Semester 1 

 Late April and end of June for Semester 2 
 

Ontario Student Record 
 
The Ontario Student Record (OSR) documents your 
educational progress while you are enrolled in 
school. In fact, the OSR is required for any student 
attending a school in the province of Ontario.  
 
The Ministry of Education has developed The Ontario 
Student Record Guideline, which very specifically 
outlines how your OSR is to be handled. The Simcoe 
Muskoka Catholic District School Board is 
responsible for making sure that the policies 
outlined in this guide are followed. Your principal is 
responsible for establishing, maintaining, 
transferring and disposing of the OSR for every 
student. 

Ontario Student Transcript 
 
The Ontario Student Transcript (OST) was developed 
to provide every high school student in Ontario with 
an official and consistent record of secondary school 
credit courses. The OST is kept in your OSR and is 
retained for 55 years after you leave school. The OST 
contains three sections: 
 

 General information, such as date of 
issue, name, student number, date of 
birth and school last attended 

 Academic information, which includes 
information like course title, grade level, 
percentage mark and credit 

 Diploma information that includes 
information about community hours, 
literacy test, specialized programs and 
diploma or certificate awarded. 

 
Special Education 
 
We believe that all students are created in the image 
of God and bring with them their own unique gifts 
and talents. We value students with different 
learning needs and work hard to meet those needs 
within an inclusive environment. We will provide 
appropriate programs and services in a flexible, 
respectful and inclusive way so that all students can 
be successful. 
 
Students who have been identified through the 
Individual Placement Review Committee (IPRC) 
process will continue to be supported throughout 
high school. 

For more information about 
Individual Placement Review 
Committee (IPRC), Individual 
Education Plan (IEP), Special 

Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), and our 
philosophy of inclusion, please visit the Special 
Education section of our Board website at 
www.smcdsb.on.ca 
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Student Success Initiatives 
 
We know that you have unique interests, goals and strengths and should be given 
every opportunity to succeed in high school. We are working closely with the 
province of Ontario to implement its Student Success Strategy to help you achieve 
your very best. 
 
Student Success is all about improving student achievement and increasing 
program options and flexibility so that all students can be successful in high school. 
Our student success teacher plays an important role in helping you understand the 
full range of program options available.  
 
Cooperative Education 
 
Cooperative education (co-op) is a unique program that brings academic study 
together with practical workplace experience. A co-op credit will provide you with an 
excellent opportunity to test-drive a job for part or all of a school day. Co-ops are 
beneficial regardless of the program or level of study you are taking. These credits 
will offer you experience to steer you in a particular direction for education or for 
work following high school. 
 
A typical co-op placement will have you working two or four periods a day (two or 
four credit packages). You will work with your co-op teacher on developing a 
personalized placement learning plan, which provides the framework for your co-op. 
While students spend most of their time at a workplace, they do complete an in-

school pre-placement session and 
participate in integration days with their co
-op teacher. 
 
As part of the Student Success Strategy, 
we are able to offer you expanded co-op 
opportunities. You can apply two co-op 
credits toward compulsory graduation 
requirements. This broadens opportunities 
for learning and gives you a chance to 
start working and testing career options. 
These credits are applied to your 18 
compulsory credits required for 
graduation. 
 

Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program  
 
Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) lets a co-op student begin to learn a 
skilled-trade while completing a high school diploma. A co-op student may be signed 
to an apprenticeship agreement with an employer at the time of his/her placement. 
Students graduate with a diploma, a whole new skill set, experience in the real 
working world, and a head start on a skilled profession. 
 
If you are at least 16 years of age, enrolled in school full-time and have at least 16 
credits, you may be eligible for OYAP. We are looking for students who are mature, 
dependable, punctual and committed to learning. You must be willing to meet 
employer and school expectations. Please see the Guidance Department for more 
information. 
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Faith Based Learning 
 
Our Catholic values play an important role in how we 
deliver our high school programs. We believe that 
Catholic education fosters the search for knowledge 
as a lifelong spiritual and academic quest. We will 
provide you with a unique learning experience that 
emphasizes our Catholic beliefs while recognizing 
other world religions. We work to nurture your 
spirituality while preparing you for your post-
secondary destination.  
 
 
Course Coding System  
 
Every high school course is identified with a five-
character code, for example ENG1D. 

 
Depending on what you plan to do after graduation, 
you will need to choose different types of courses. 
Due to activities associated with some courses, 
additional fees may apply. Please see your guidance 
counsellor for details. 
 
Types of Courses in Grades 9 and 10 
 
In disciplines like the arts, health and physical 
education and business studies, all students will 
take the same type of course, called an open course. 
In the core subjects like mathematics or English, you 
will be able to choose between the academic or 
applied stream. Courses in the academic stream 
draw more heavily on theory and abstract thinking, 
while applied courses focus more on practical 
applications and concrete examples. 

Applied Courses – Course Code P 
 
These courses focus on the essential learning 
concepts of the subject. You will develop knowledge 
and skill through both theory and practical 
applications, but the focus will be on practical 
applications. Familiar, real-life situations will be used 
to illustrate ideas and opportunities will be given to 
students to experience hands-on applications of the 
concepts studied. 
 
Academic Courses – Course Code D 
 
Academic courses focus on the essential learning 
concepts of the subject, plus additional related 
concepts. Although students will develop knowledge 
and skills in the subject through both theory and 
practical applications, the emphasis will be on theory 
and abstract thinking as a basis for future learning 
and problem solving. 
 
Open Courses – Course Code O 
 
There are also open courses which are appropriate 
for all students. These courses may be taken to meet 
compulsory or optional requirements for graduation, 
or they may be taken for your personal interest.  
 
Locally Developed Compulsory Credit Courses – 
Course Code L 
 
We may also offer Ministry of Education approved 
locally developed courses in English, mathematics, 
history and science for students who require 
additional background knowledge and skills. These 
courses may be counted as compulsory credits. 
Speak to your guidance counsellor for more 
information. 

Just because you are in a 
particular grade doesn’t mean that 
you can’t consider courses in other 

grades. As long as you have met the prerequisites 
for the course, and it is right for you, you are 
welcome to choose it. 
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Types of Courses in Grades 11 and 12 
 
In Grades 11 and 12, you can choose university preparation, university or college 
preparation, college preparation, workplace preparation and open courses. 
 
University Preparation Courses – Course Code U 
 
These courses will give you the knowledge and skills needed to meet the entrance 
requirements for university programs. Teaching and learning will emphasize 
theoretical aspects of the course content, but will also include concrete 
applications. 
 
University/College Preparation Courses – Course Code M 
 
These courses are designed to give you the knowledge and skills needed to meet 
the entrance requirements of specific university and college programs. Teaching 
and learning will emphasize both theoretical aspects and related concrete 
applications of the course content. 
 
College Preparation Courses – Course Code C 
 
These courses will provide you with the knowledge and skills needed to meet the 
entrance requirements for college programs. Teaching and learning will emphasize 
concrete applications of the theoretical material covered in the course, and will also 

emphasize the development of critical-
thinking and problem-solving skills. 
 
Workplace Preparation Courses – Course 
Code E 
 
These courses are designed to give you the 
knowledge and skills needed for you to 
directly enter the workplace or for 
admission to apprenticeship and other 
training programs offered in the 
community. Teaching and learning will 
emphasize workplace applications of the 
course content, but will also explore the 
theoretical material that underlies these 
practical applications. Cooperative 
education and work experience 
placements within the community are 
important components. 
 
Open Courses in Grades 11 and 12 
 
Open courses in Grades 11 and 12 will 
allow you to broaden your knowledge and 
skills in a particular subject that may or 
may not be directly related to your post-
secondary goals. These courses usually 
reflect your interests. They are appropriate 
for all students regardless of post-
secondary destination. These courses are 
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designed to provide students with a broad 
educational base and to equip them for active and 
rewarding participation in society. They are not 
designed with the specific requirements of university 
or college programs or the workplace in mind. Over 
the course of your four years in high school, your 
interests and goals might change as you gain 
experience and learn about new career options.  
 
e-Learning 
 
The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic Virtual Learning 
Centre (SMCVLC) offers you an opportunity to enroll 
in on-line courses.  
 
Taking a course through SMCVLC means you are 
provided with space in your timetable, a computer 
with Internet access at your school, and daily support 
from an on-line teacher to help you successfully 
complete the course. Taking a course on-line is not 
for everyone. However, if you are a self-starter, an 
independent learner, and someone who enjoys 
working with the computer and its on-line 
communication tools, then the SMCVLC may be right 
for you.  
 
Proposed courses for the 2015-16 year are above.  
To select one, or more of these courses be sure to 
include “E” as the 6th digit when you fill out your 
course selection sheet. 

 
Help Along the Way 
 
You may experience some bumps while you are on 
your journey through school. The good news is you 
aren't alone – we have qualified and caring staff 
ready and willing to help you along the way.  

Chaplaincy 
 
As a student in a Catholic high school, we are 
concerned about your spiritual well-being. We want 
you to experience a faith-filled learning experience, 
where you feel cherished as an individual created in 
the image of God. Our school’s chaplaincy team 
leader is there to help meet your spiritual needs and 
provide counselling, spiritual direction and resource 
support whenever you may need it. 
 
Guidance Services 
 
Our Guidance Department will play an important role 
in assisting you with selecting a school program that 
best suits your future educational and career 
aspirations. You can arrange for individual 
counselling interviews to discuss matters of interest 
and concern with a counsellor, in confidence. 
 
Library Resources 
 
Our Library Resource Centre will provide you with a 
variety of materials and resources for study and 
recreational purposes. The Library Resource Centre 
works cooperatively with teachers to ensure that 
your research skills and assignments reinforce 
classroom lessons. You can get individual help with 
organizing projects and essays, locating information 
and setting up presentations. 
 
Resource Services 
 
Students who received resource assistance while in 
elementary school may be able to continue with 
assistance in high school. In addition, we can help 
you develop a range of important skills, such as time 
management or good study practices. Our resource 
team is trained to help you by providing lots of 
opportunities to enhance your learning environment. 
We are also supported by an interdisciplinary team 
from the Board office that is trained to support the 
needs of individual students, staff and our entire 
school community.  
 
Student Success Teacher & Student Success Team 
 
The student success teacher and the student 
success team provide support for students who may 
need additional assistance to ensure personal and 
academic success. 
 
 

Semester 1   

CIA4UE Current Economic Is-
sues 

ICS3UE  
HSB4M 

Computer Science 
Society & Challenge 

EWC4UE The Writer's Craft CHV2OE  Civics 

HZT4UE Philosophy GLC2OE  Career Studies 

Semester 2    

BAT4ME  Financial Accounting  FSF4UE  French 

CGW4UE  Canadian and World 
Issues 

ICS4UE  Computer Science 

CHY4UE  World History  SPH4CE  Physics 

CHV2OE  Civics SPH4UE  Physics 

GLC2OE Career Studies   

ETS4UE  Studies in Literature   



HRE1O  Religious Education: “Be With Me”, Open ENG1D  English, Academic  PPL1O F/M  Healthy Active Living Education, Open  

ADA1O  Dramatic Arts, Open  ENG1P  English, Applied  MPM1D  Principles of Mathematics, Academic  

AMU1O  Music: Band ENG1L  English, Locally Developed Compulsory Credit 
Course 

MFM1P  Foundations of Mathematics, Applied  

AVI1O Visual Arts, Open  ESLAO  English as a Second Language ESL Level 1 
Open  

MAT1L  Mathematics, Locally Developed Compulsory 
Credit Course 

BTT1O, 
BTT2O   

Information and Communication Technology in 
Business, Open  

FSF1D  Core French, Academic  SNC1D  Science, Academic  

CGC1D Geography of Canada, Academic  FSF1P  Core French, Applied  SNC1P  Science, Applied  

    TIJ1O  Exploring Technologies, Open  

CGC1P   Geography of Canada, Applied  GLE1O  Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success in 
Secondary School, Open  

SNC1L    Science, Locally Developed Compulsory Credit 
Course  
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Courses at a Glance 

HRE2O Religious Education: “Christ and Culture”, Open  CHC2L  Canadian History, Locally Developed 
Compulsory Credit Course  

MPM2D  Principles of Mathematics, Academic  

ATC2O  Dance, Open  CHV2O  Civics, Open  MFM2P  Foundations of Mathematics, Applied  

AMU2O Music, Open  ENG2D  English, Academic  SNC2D  Science, Academic  

AMV2O Music: Vocal/Choir, Open  ENG2P  English, Applied  SNC2P  Science, Applied  

AVI2O  Visual Arts, Open  ENG2L  English, Locally Developed Compulsory Credit 
Course  

SNC2L  Science, Locally Developed Compulsory Credit 
Course  

AWA2O Visual Arts: Crafts, Open  FSF2DG Core French, Academic  TGJ2O  Communications Technology, Open  

BBI2O  Introduction to Business, Open  LWIBD  International Languages Italian, Academic, 
Level 2  

TFJ2O  Hospitality and Tourism, Open  

AMK30 Keyboarding Music, Open GLC2O  Career Studies, Open  TCJ2O Construction Technology, Open 

BTT1O, 
BTT2O  

Information and Communication Technology in 
Business, Open  

LWSBD  International Languages Spanish, Academic, 
Level 2  

TMJ2O  Manufacturing Technology, Open  

CHC2D  Canadian History since WWI, Academic  LVGBU Latin TXJ2O Hairstyling, Open 

CHC2P Canadian History since WWI, Applied  PPL2O F/M Healthy Active Living Education, Open    

ADA2O Dramatic Arts, Open   NAC2O Aboriginal Peoples in Canada, Open MAT2L Mathematics, Locally Developed Compulsory 
Credit Course 

HRF3O  Religious Education: “Faith and Culture: World 
Religions” Open  

ENG3C  English, College Preparation  MCR3U  Functions, University Preparation  

ATC3M Dance, University/College Preparation  ENG3E  English, Workplace Preparation  MEL3E  Mathematics for Work and Everyday Life, 
Workplace Preparation  

ADA3O  Dramatic Arts, Open  EMS3O  Media Studies, Open  SBI3U  Biology, University Preparation  

ADV3M Drama, Film/Video FSF3UG  Core French, University Preparation  SBI3C   Biology, College Preparation  

AMV3O Vocal Music, Open  GPP3OGP Leadership and Peer Support, Open  SCH3U  Chemistry, University Preparation  

AVI3M  Visual Arts, University/College Preparation HHD3O Dynamics of Human Relations SPH3U  Physics, University Preparation  

CHW3M  World History to the Sixteenth Century, 
University/College Preparation  

PPL3O  Healthy Active Living Education, Open  TFJ3E  Hospitality and Tourism, Workplace 
Preparation  

CHA3U  American History, University Preparation  LWSCU International Languages, Spanish, University 
Preparation 

TXJ3E  Hairstyling and Aesthetics, Workplace 
Preparation  

CLU3M Understanding Canadian Law, University/
College Preparation  

PAF3O  Personal and Fitness Activities TMJ3C Manufacturing Engineering Technology, 
College Preparation  

CLU3E Understanding Canadian Law, Workplace 
Preparation  

PPZ3O F/M  Health for Life, Open  TMJ3E Manufacturing Technology, Workplace 
Preparation  

ENG3U  English, University Preparation  MCF3M  Functions and Applications, University/College 
Preparation  

TTJ3C Transportation Technology, College Preparation 

ASM3M Media Arts, University/College Preparation HPC3O  Raising Healthy Children, Open  SVN3M   Environmental Science, University/College 
Preparation  

BAF3M  Financial Accounting Fundamentals, University/
College Preparation  

HSP3U Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology, and 
Sociology, University Preparation  

TDP3M Technological Design, University/College 
Preparation  

BDP3O   Entrepreneurship: The Enterprising Person, 
Open  

HSP3C Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology, and 
Sociology, College Preparation  

TEJ3M Computer Engineering, University/College 
Preparation  

BTA3O Information and Communication Technology:  
The Digital Environment, Open  

HZB3M Philosophy: The Big Questions, University/
College 

TGP3M Photography and Digital Imaging, University/
College Preparation  

BMI3C  Marketing: Goods, Services, Events, College 
Preparation  

IDC3O Sport and Society, Open  TGJ3M Communications Technology, University/
College Preparation  

CGG3O  Travel and Tourism: A Regional Geographic 
Perspective, Open  

LWICU International Languages, Italian, University 
Preparation 

TCJ3C Construction Technology, College Preparation  

  MBF3C  Foundations for College Mathematics, College 
Preparation  

GWL3OX2/
GLN4OX2 

Cooperative Education, 2 Credit World of Work  



 

HRE4M Religious Education: “Church and Culture”, 
University/College  

ENG4E  English, Workplace Preparation  SPH4C Physics, College Preparation 

HRE4O Religious Education: “Church and Culture”, 
Open  

ETS4U  Studies in Literature, University Preparation  HHS4C  Families in Canada, College Preparation  

ATC4M  Dance, University/College Preparation  ETS4C Studies in Literature, College Preparation  HHS4U  Families in Canada, University Preparation  

ADA4M  Dramatic Arts, University/College Preparation  EWC4U Writer’s Craft, University Preparation HZT4U Philosophy: Questions and Theories, Univ. 

ADB4M 
AMT4M  

Musical Theatre, University/College 
Preparation (Two credit course package) 

OLC4O  Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course IDC40 Interdisciplinary Studies: Sport Management  
and Community Leadership, Open 

AMV4M Vocal Music, Open  FSF4UG  Core French, University Preparation  IDC4Ub Interdisciplinary Studies:  Financial Securities, 
University 

AVI4M  Visual Arts, University/College Preparation  PPL4O  Healthy Active Living Education, Open  IDC4Up Interdisciplinary Studies: Peer Ministry, 
University 

ASM4M Media Arts, University/College Preparation PAF4O Personal and Fitness Activities Focus Course, 
Open  

IDC4Um Interdisciplinary Studies: Inside The Recoding 
Industry, University 

AWR4M Film Studies, University/College Preparation  PLF4C  Recreation and Fitness Leadership, College 
Preparation  

TCJ4C Construction Technology, College Preparation 

BAT4M Financial Accounting Principles, University/
College Preparation  

MHF4U  Advanced Functions, University Preparation  TDP4M Apparel and Textile Design, University/College 
Preparation 

BBB4M International Business Fundamentals, 
University/College Preparation  

MCV4U  Calculus and Vectors, University Preparation  TFJ4C Hospitality and Tourism, College Preparation  

BOH4M  Business Leadership: Management 
Fundamentals, University/College  

MDM4U  Mathematics of Data Management, University 
Preparation  

TFJ4E Hospitality and Tourism, Workplace 
Preparation  

CGW4U  Canadian and World Issues: A Geographic 
Analysis, University Preparation  

MCT4C  Mathematics for College Technology, College 
Preparation  

TGJ4M   Communications Technology, University/
College Preparation  

CGR4M The Environment and Resource Management, 
University/College Preparation  

MAP4C  Foundations for College Mathematics, College 
Preparation  

TXJ4E  Hairstyling and Aesthetics, Workplace 
Preparation  

CHY4U   World History: The West and the World, 
University Preparation  

MEL4E  Mathematics for Work and Everyday Life, 
Workplace Preparation  

TMJ4C  Manufacturing Engineering Technology, 
College Preparation  

CLN4U  Canadian and International Law, University 
Preparation  

SBI4U  Biology, University Preparation  TMJ4E  Manufacturing Technology, Workplace 
Preparation  

CPW4U Canadian and World Politics SCH4U Chemistry, University Preparation TTJ4C Transportation Technology, College 
Preparation 

ENG4U  English, University Preparation  SCH4C Chemistry, College Preparation GWL3OX2/
GLN4OX2 

Cooperative Education, 2 Credit World of 
Work, Open 

ENG4C  English, College Preparation  SPH4U  Physics, University Preparation  GLN4OX4 Cooperative Education, 4 Credit, Open 

AMK4M Keyboarding Music, University/College PSE4U  Exercise Science, University Preparation  IDC4Uh Interdisciplinary Studies: Military History, 
University 

G
rade 1

2
 

Specialist High Skills Major 

The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is a Ministry approved 
specialized program that consists of a defined combination of 
courses and experiences that relate to a specific economic 
sector.  The SHSM enables students to customize their high 
school experience to suit their interests and talents and 
prepare for a successful postsecondary transition. 
 
St. Joan of Arc  Secondary School is proud to offer a 
SHSM program in manufacturing.  This program is 
designed to provide the skills necessary to be 
successful in a variety of postsecondary 
manufacturing options.  Students may have the 
opportunity to be signed as apprentices, apply to 
specialized manufacturing college or university 
programs, or begin working directly in the field upon 
graduating with an Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma (OSSD). 
 
Students in the SHSM Program: 
 Select a bundle of 10 required credits identified 

in a Ministry approved framework including 4 ‘Major’ 
credits that provide sector specific knowledge and skills. 
The other 4 required credits include English, Science 
and Mathematics are delivered in the context of the 
specific sector; 

 Engage in experiential learning through experience, and 
a minimum of 2 Cooperative Education credits. 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

English English English English 
Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics 

Science Science Religion Religion 

Religion Religion Manufacturing 
Technology 

Physics 

Geography History Design or Computer 
Technology 

Manufacturing 
Technology 

French Careers/Civics Co-op Manufacturing 
Technology 

Phys. Ed.  Arts Co-op Co-op 
 Integrated 
Technology 

Manufacturing 
Technology 

Elective course Co-op 
 

Suggested SMSM Manufacturing Pathway 
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presentation of the drama, and will analyze and 
reflect on the experience.   
Prerequisite: None   
 
Music 
Grade 9, Open     AMU1O  
This course emphasizes the performance of music at 
a level that strikes a balance between challenge and 
skill and is aimed at developing technique, 
sensitivity, and imagination. Students will participate 
in creative activities that teach them to listen with 
understanding. They will also learn correct musical 
terminology and its appropriate use.   
Prerequisite: None   
 
Keyboard Music, Open   AMK20 
This course emphasizes the creation and 
performance of music at a level consistent with 
previous experience. Students will develop musical 
literacy skills by using the creative and critical 
analysis processes in composition, performance, and 
a range of reflective and analytical activities. 
Students will develop their understanding of musical 
conventions, practices, and terminology and apply 
the elements of music in a range of activities. They 
will also explore the function of music in society with 
reference to the self, communities, and cultures.  
This course focuses specifically on the keyboard. 
Prerequisite: None  
 
Music,  Open    AMU20 
This  course  emphasizes  performance  of  music at 
an intermediate level that strikes a balance between 
challenge and skill.  Student learning includes 
participating in creative activities and listening 
perceptively. Students will also be required to 
develop a thorough understanding of the language of 
music, including the elements, terminology, and 
history.  Students will also explore the place of music 
in expressing faith.  
Prerequisite: Recommended but not necessary: 
AMU1O  
 
Vocal Music, Choir 
Grade 10, Open    AMV2O 
This course is designed for students to learn the 
fundamentals of good vocal production and 
musicianship and to explore and study choral 
music.  The students receive instruction in vocal 
development and technique, music reading, and 
music theory.  A wide variety of choral literature and 
music styles are presented.  The students learn how 

 
A Catholic graduate is a discerning believer who 
integrates faith with life and develops attitudes and 
values founded on Catholic social teaching and acts 
to promote social responsibility, human solidarity, 
and the common good. 
 
Religious Education: “Be With Me” 
Grade 9, Open     HRE1O 
This course uses the Beatitudes as a framework 
to examine the attitudes and actions that characteriz
e Christian life.  Students will derive knowledge and 
skills from a study of Scripture, Profession of Faith, 
Christian Moral Development, Prayer, sacramental 
Life and Family Life.  Students are encouraged to 
grow in gospel values while actively engaging in a 
variety of challenging educational activities.  
Prerequisite: None   
 

 
A Catholic graduate uses and integrates the Catholic 
faith traditions in the critical analysis and celebration 
of the arts to enhance the quality of life. 
 
Dance 
Grade 10, Open    ATC2O  
This course requires students to develop their dance 
skills and learn the theoretical basis for working with 
anatomical structure in executing dance movements. 
Student learning will include the processes that form 
the basis for creating dance; the historical 
development of dance; students’ own aesthetic 
appreciation of dance as they participate in dance 
class, rehearsals, and performances; and the 
specialized vocabulary of dance criticism.   
Prerequisite: None   
 
Dramatic Arts 
Grade 10, Open    ADA2O  
This course requires students to actively explore 
dramatic forms and techniques, using their own 
ideas and concerns as well as sources selected from 
a wide range of authors, genres, and cultures. 
Student learning will include identifying and using 
the principles of space, time, voice, and movement 
in creating, sustaining, and communicating authentic 
roles within a drama. Students will assume 
responsibility for decisions made in the creation and 

Religious Education 

The Arts 
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to work as a cohesive unit while contributing 
individual talent to the group.  Members of the class 
are introduced to solo, ensemble and independent 
singing. 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Visual Arts 
Grade 10, Open    AVI2O  
This course emphasizes learning through practice; 
building on what students know; and introducing 
them to new ideas, materials, and processes for 
artistic thinking and experimentation. Student 
learning will include the refined application of the 
elements and principles of design, incorporating the 
creative and design processes, and the relationship 
between form and content.  
Prerequisite: Recommended but not necessary 
AVI10  
 
Visual Arts - Crafts General, Open AWA20 
This course emphasizes learning through practical 
studio activities.  Students will be introduced to 
traditional craft forms such as drawing, batik, 
stained glass, paper making, soft sculpture 
etc.  Student work will be based on the technical 
knowledge of the craft as well as knowledge of 
elements and principles of design. This is an ideal 
course for a student not planning to continue in the 
arts. 
Prerequisite: None  
 

 
A Catholic graduate is a collaborative contributor 
who achieves excellence, originality, and integrity in 
one’s own work and supports these qualities in the 
work of others; and creates, evaluates, and adapts 
new ideas in light of the common good. 
 
Information and Communication Technology in 
Business 
Grade 9 , Open    BTT1O 
This course introduces students to information and 
communication technology in a business 
environment and builds a foundation of digital 
literacy skills necessary for success in a 
technologically driven society. Students will develop 
word processing, spreadsheet, database, desktop 
publishing, presentation software, and website 
design skills. Throughout the course, there is an 

emphasis on digital literacy, effective electronic 
research and communication skills, and current 
issues related to the impact of information and 
communication technology.   
Prerequisite: None 
 
Introduction to Business 
Grade 10, Open    BBI2O  
This course introduces students to the world of 
business. Students will develop an understanding of 
the functions of business, including accounting, 
marketing, information and communication 
technology, human resources, and production, and 
of the importance of ethics and social responsibility. 
This course builds a foundation for further studies in 
business and helps students develop the business 
knowledge and skills they will need in their everyday 
lives.   
Prerequisite: Recommended but not necessary 
BTT10  
 
 

 
A Catholic graduate is a reflective and creative 
thinker who examines, evaluates, and applies 
knowledge of interdependent systems (physical, 
ethical, socio-economic, and ecological) for the 
development of a just and compassionate society. 
 
Geography of Canada 
Grade 9, Academic    CGC1D  
This course explores Canada’s distinct and changing 
character and the geographic systems and 
relationships that shape it. Students will investigate 
the interactions of natural and human systems 
within Canada, as well as Canada’s economic, 
cultural, and environmental connections to other 
countries. Students will use a variety of 
geotechnologies and inquiry and communication 
methods to analyse and evaluate geographic issues 
and present their findings.   
Prerequisite: None   
 

When you are selecting your 
courses, keep your plans for after 
high school in mind. The chart on 

page 4 will help you pick the kinds of courses that 
may fit you future plans. 

Business Studies 

Canadian and World Studies 
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Geography of Canada 
Grade 9, Applied    CGC1P  
This course focuses on geographic issues that affect 
Canadians today. Students will draw on personal and 
everyday experiences as they learn about Canada’s 
distinct and changing character and the natural and 
human systems and global influences that shape the 
country. Students will use a variety of 
geotechnologies and inquiry and communication 
methods to examine practical geographic questions 
and communicate their findings.   
Prerequisite: None   
English, or social sciences and humanities   
 

 
A Catholic graduate is an effective communicator 
who integrates the Catholic faith tradition to present 
information and ideas clearly and honestly with 
sensitivity to others. 
 
English 
Grade 9 Academic    ENG1D  
This course is designed to develop the oral 
communication, reading, writing, and media literacy 
skills that students need for success in their 
secondary school academic programs and in their 
daily lives. Students will analyse literary texts from 
contemporary and historical periods, interpret 
informational and graphic texts, and create oral, 
written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An 
important focus will be on the use of strategies that 
contribute to effective communication. The course is 
intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 
academic English course, which leads to university 
or college preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.  
Prerequisite: None   
 
English 
Grade 9 Applied    ENG1P  
This course emphasizes key reading, writing, oral 
communication, and thinking skills that students 

need for success in secondary school and their daily 
lives.  Students will study plays, short stories, and 
newspaper and magazine articles, and will describe 
and create media works.  An important focus will be 
the correct use of spoken and written 
language.  Through a variety of activities, students 
will identify Christian values in the works they study 
and in their own lives.  
Prerequisite: None   
 
English 
Grade 9, Locally Developed Compulsory Credit ENG1L 
This course provides foundational literacy and 
communication skills to prepare students for 
success in their daily lives, in the workplace, and in 
the Grade 10 LDCC Course. The course is organized 
into strands that develop listening and talking skills, 
reading and viewing skills, and writing skills. In all 
strands, the focus is on developing foundational 
literacy skills and on using language clearly and 
accurately in a variety of authentic contexts. 
Students develop strategies and put into practice the 
processes involved in talking, listening, reading, 
viewing, writing, and thinking, and reflect regularly 
upon their growth in these areas.  
Prerequisite: None     
 

A Catholic graduate is a responsible citizen who 
respects and understands the diversity and 
interdependence of the world’s people and cultures. 
 
Core French 
Grade 9, Academic    FSF1D  
This course emphasizes the further development of 
oral communication, reading, and writing skills. 
Students will build on and apply their knowledge of 
French while exploring a variety of themes, such as 
relationships, social trends, and careers. Thematic 
readings, which include a selection of short stories, 
articles, and poems, will serve as stepping stones to 
oral and written activities. The aim of the program is 
to provide students with functional communication 
skills in French and an understanding of the 
language and its culture.  Students will also 
incorporate the French language into classroom 
prayer.   
Prerequisite: None   
 

Your 40 hours of community 
involvement activities are a great 
way to test-drive different career 

choices as well as demonstrate your commitment 
to growing in faith. 

English 

French 
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Core French 
Grade 9, Applied    FSF1P  
This course emphasizes the concurrent development 
of oral communication, reading, and writing skills, 
using a broad-based theme such as the media. 
Students will enhance their ability to understand and 
speak French through conversations, discussions, 
and presentations. They will also read short stories, 
articles, poems, and songs, and write brief 
descriptions, letters, dialogues, and invitations.   
Prerequisite: None   
 

A Catholic graduate is a collaborative contributor 
who develops one’s God-given potential and makes 
a meaningful contribution to society. 
 
Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success in 
Secondary School 
Grade 9, Open     GLE1O  
This course focuses on learning strategies to help 
students become better, more independent learners. 
Students will learn how to develop and apply literacy 
and numeracy skills, personal management skills, 
and interpersonal and teamwork skills to improve 
their learning and achievement in school, the 
workplace, and the community. The course helps 
students build confidence and motivation to pursue 
opportunities for success in secondary school and 
beyond.  
Prerequisite: Recommendation of principal   
 

A Catholic graduate is a self-directed, responsible, 
life long learner who takes initiative and 
demonstrates Christian leadership and participates 
in leisure and fitness activities for a balanced and 
healthy lifestyle. 
 
Healthy Active Living Education 
Grade 9, Open    PPL1O Female/Male  
This course emphasizes regular participation in a 
variety of enjoyable physical activities that promote 
lifelong healthy active living. Students will learn 
movement skills and principles, ways to improve 
personal fitness and physical competence, and 
safety and injury prevention.  They will investigate 
issues related to healthy sexuality and the use and 
abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, and will 

participate in activities designed to develop goal-
setting, communication, and social skills.   
Prerequisite: None   
 
 

 A Catholic graduate is a reflective and creative 
thinker who appreciates the nature, meaning and 
importance of symbols when evaluating situations 
and solving problems and adopts a holistic approach 
to life by integrating learning from various subject 
areas and experiences. 
 
Principles of Mathematics 
Grade 9, Academic    MPM1D  
This course enables students to develop an 
understanding of mathematical concepts related to 
algebra, analytic geometry, and measurement and 
geometry through investigation, the effective use of 
technology, and abstract reasoning. Students will 
investigate relationships, which they will then 
generalize as equations of lines, and will determine 
the connections between different representations 
of a linear relation. They will also explore 
relationships that emerge from the measurement of 
three-dimensional figures and two-dimensional 
shapes. Students will reason mathematically and 
communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step 
problems.   
Prerequisite: None   
 
Foundations of Mathematics 
Grade 9, Applied    MFM1P  
This course enables students to develop an 
understanding of mathematical concepts related to 
introductory algebra, proportional reasoning, and 
measurement and geometry through investigation, 
the effective use of technology, and hands-on 
activities. Students will investigate real-life examples 
to develop various representations of linear 
relations, and will determine the connections 
between the representations. They will also explore 

When making your course 
selections, be sure to take a look 
at the prerequisites. Mapping out 

future plans and course choices will help ensure 
you take prerequisite courses early on so you 
aren’t disappointed in the later grades. 

Guidance and Career Studies 

Physical Education 

Mathematics 
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certain relationships that emerge from the 
measurement of three-dimensional figures and two-
dimensional shapes. Students will consolidate their 
mathematical skills as they solve problems and 
communicate their thinking.   
Prerequisite: None   
 
Mathematics 
Grade 9 , Locally Developed Compulsory Credit 
Course     MAT1L  
This course emphasizes further development of 
mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare 
students for success in their everyday lives, in the 
workplace, and in the Grade 10 LDCC course. The 
course is organized in three strands related to 
money sense, measurement, and proportional 
reasoning. In all strands, the focus is on developing 
and consolidating key foundational mathematical 
concepts and skills by solving authentic, everyday 
problems. Students have opportunities to further 
develop their mathematical literacy and problem-
solving skills and to continue developing their skills 
in reading, writing, and oral language through 
relevant and practical math activities.  
Prerequisite: None    
 

 
A Catholic graduate is a self-directed lifelong learner 
who responds to, manages, and constructively 
influences change in a discerning manner. 
 
Science 
Grade 9, Academic    SNC1D  
This course enables students to develop their 
understanding of basic concepts in biology, 
chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, 
and to relate science to technology, society, and the 
environment. Throughout the course, students will 
develop their skills in the processes of scientific 
investigation. Students will acquire an understanding 
of scientific theories and conduct investigations 
related to sustainable ecosystems; atomic and 
molecular structures and the properties of elements 
and compounds; the study of the universe and its 
properties and components; and the principles of 
electricity.  
Prerequisite: None   
 

Science 
Grade 9, Applied    SNC1P  
This course enables students to develop their 
understanding of basic concepts in biology, 
chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, 
and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday 
situations. They are also given opportunities to 
develop practical skills related to scientific 
investigation. Students will plan and conduct 
investigations into practical problems and issues 
related to the impact of human activity on 
ecosystems; the structure and properties of 
elements and compounds; space exploration and 
the components of the universe; and static and 
current electricity.  
Prerequisite: None    
 
Science 
Grade 9 , Locally Developed Compulsory Credit 
Course     SNC1L   
This course emphasizes reinforcing and 
strengthening science-related knowledge and skills, 
including scientific inquiry, critical thinking, and the 
relationship between science, society, and the 
environment, to prepare students for success in 
everyday life, in the workplace, and in the Science 
Grade 11 Workplace Preparation course. Students 
explore a range of topics, including science in daily 
life, properties of common materials, life-sustaining 
processes in simple and complex organisms, and 
electrical circuits. Students have the opportunity to 
extend mathematical and scientific process skills 
and to continue developing their skills in reading, 
writing, and oral language through relevant and 
practical science activities.  
Prerequisite: None    
 

 
A Catholic graduate is a collaborative learner who 
works effectively as an interdependent team 
member and thinks critically about the meaning and 
purpose of work. 
 
Exploring Technologies 
Grade 9, Open     TIJ1O 
This course enables students to further explore and 
develop technological knowledge and skills 
introduced in the elementary science and technology 
program. Students will be given the opportunity to 
design and create products and/or provide services 

Science 

Technology 
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related to the various technological areas or 
industries, working with a variety of tools, 
equipment, and software commonly used in industry. 
Students will develop an awareness of 
environmental and societal issues, and will begin to 
explore secondary and postsecondary education and 
training pathways leading to careers in technology-
related fields. 
Prerequisite: None 
 

When you are selecting your 
courses, keep your plans for after 
high school in mind. The chart on 

page 4 will help you pick the kinds of courses that 
may fit your future plans. 


